Georgia Forensic Coaches Association
2012 Varsity State Championships
 GENERAL INFORMATION
 
DATE:              March 9-10, 2012
LOCATION:    Westminster Schools, Atlanta, GA
CONTACT PHONE:          404-242-2297           (Mario’s cell)
Dear Colleagues,
It is a pleasure to invite you to the 2012 Georgia Forensic Coaches Association Varsity State Championships!  In our second year of the tournament, I am confident the tournament will be a huge success again this year.

ENTRIES
Only those students qualified through the GFCA qualification system may attend this tournament.  A complete list of qualifiers is found at thegfca.org.  Additionally, all schools attending must be members of the GFCA.  To become a member, please email John McClellan.     All entries are due in Joy of Tournaments by March 6, 2012 by 11:00pm.
JUDGE REQUIREMENTS
PLEASE NOTE: WHILE THE TOURNAMENT FOR POLICY DEBATE WILL BEGIN EARLIER THAN OTHER EVENTS, SCHOOLS MUST HAVE JUDGES FOR THE FIRST THREE ROUNDS. WHILE WE WILL TRY TO HIRE QUALIFIED JUDGES AS POSSIBLE, BUT THIS MAY BE NEAR IMPOSSIBLE FOR THOSE EARLIER ROUNDS. SCHOOLS WILL NOT BE SCHEDULED UNLESS THEY MEET JUDGE REQUIREMENTS THOSE FIRST THREE ROUNDS! 
JUDGE FEES:

One judge for every two entries in debate; one judge for every five entries of speech events. Judge fee is $125.00 for every unmet CX debate judge, $100.00 for every LD & PF debate judge, and  $50.00 for every unmet speech judge.   All judges must be entered into Joy of Tournaments by Wednesday March 7.  Please fill out ALL INFORMATION when signing a judge up.  Contact information is very important for the Tab Room throughout the tournament.
ENTRY FEES
$10.00 per student per entry EXCEPT Policy Debate.  The policy debate fee is $35.00 per team.  The additional fee is to cover judges that need to be hired due to the judge preference system we are using.  There is a $25.00 school fee to be used as payment to Westminster Schools for hosting the tournament.  Checks should be made to “GFCA.” 

JUDGE BOND
Due to the damage the occurred during the 2011 GFCA State Championships, a $100 judge bond is required of all member schools.  This judge bond should be in a separate check and will only be cashed if the GFCA is required to pay for any damages the result from the tournament.  Should there be no such damage, checks will be returned.   

RESTRICTIONS
Students may double-enter EXCEPT: Policy Debaters may only single enter; students may not double-enter in both Public Forum and Lincoln-Douglas Debate.  Students MAY enter PF/LD and a speech event. 

NO INTERNET MAY BE USED DURING COMPETITION ROUNDS.  THIS IS TRUE FOR ALL EVENTS.
Judge Preference will be used in all debate events.  In Policy Debate, a rating system will be used; in Public Forum and Lincoln-Douglas Debate, schools have one (1) strike that MUST be registered before the tournament begins.  The preference system will be available on this website beginning Wednesday, March 7.
In interpretation events, scripts must be published and a copy should be available at the tournament.  Students may not change selections during the tournament, and may use selections in one event only.  This means, for instance, that a student may not use the same selection in Prose/Poetry as they do in Dramatic Interpretation.  Additionally, any selection used in a previous competition year may not be used in competition at the State Tournament. 

ELIGIBILITY
Coaches must sign an eligibility form for all competing members attending the State Varsity Tournament.  The form requires a coach signature only and is found on the GFCA website. 

TAB ROOM TRANSPARENCY
Ballots will be made available as soon as tabulated and placed in a ballot room.  Ballots may not leave the ballot room, and only coaches may enter to look at ballots.  Tabulation sheets will be made public in the ballot room as a double-check against tabulation errors.  Errors should be brought to the attention of the tab room. 

FOOD
Pizza will be provided Friday night for all competitors, with lunch on Saturday available for $2.00. There will be a snack bar available throughout the tournament, and there are restaurants within driving distance. A hospitality lounge for coaches and judges with light snacks will also be provided.
A HUGE thank you to Jenny Heidt and the community at Westmister Schools for opening their doors to the Varsity State Tournament! It promises to be an exciting time for all, and Westminster's continued support of speech and debate in Georgia is highly apprciated!
Yours,
Mario Herrera
