August 18, 2011
To: 
Middle School Debate Coaches and Students

From: Kara Grant, Co-Director of the Atlanta Urban Debate League 


Emory University, Barkley Forum

Hello, everyone!  If you’re a returning coach, it’s great to have you back.  If you are new to debate, then welcome to the activity. This memo contains the tournament schedule for the year and explains the procedures for the season.  

2011-2012 Tournament Schedule
September 10
Langston Hughes High School (tentative)
October 8
Langston Hughes High School (tentative)
November 12
Tri-Cities High School (tentative)

December 3
McEachern High School
(tentative)
January 21
TBD
February 11
Tri-Cities High School
March 3
State Championship, TBD 


(Co-hosted by Pace Academy)

Note:  All tournaments will include a judge training session
Schedule Information
· The September 10th tournament will include a coaches’ meeting which will begin during Round 1 to discuss expectations and issues for the coming year.  Please make every effort to attend if possible, even if you don’t have students debating at the first tournament.

· This year we will once again be holding small high school tournaments in conjunction with the middle school tournaments to serve the expanding Atlanta debate community. While we will use the same buildings for the high school and middle school tournaments, they will operate independently of one another with limited to no interaction between high school and middle school students.  

Evidence Packet

· The evidence that ALL divisions will be using for the first tournament (and novice and JV students will use for the entire year) is attached; the varsity packet will be sent out after the first tournament.  You may also access the evidence at http://evidence.atlantadebate.com
· We plan to provide regular evidence and teaching updates to assist students and teachers throughout the year as the topic evolves.  Once these are provided, it is certainly acceptable for them to be used in addition to the evidence provided at the beginning of the year. 
· NEW THIS YEAR:  In order to give students an opportunity to research the topic further and increase their skill set in debate, we will be soliciting their submissions to be a part of the evidence updates.  More details on this process will follow.  Students can look to the evidence packet as a model of how the finished research should look.
Tournament Procedure

· The Middle School Debate League will use the national debate resolution for the tournament season.  The exact wording is as follows: Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase its exploration and/or development of space beyond the Earth’s mesosphere. Tournaments will have four rounds of debate. 

· Schools wishing to participate in the middle school league for the first time in the 2011-2012 school year will be required to pay an annual $700 fee.  Schools that participated in 2010-2011 will pay $500 for the upcoming year, then $700 in 2012-2013.  Schools will not be allowed to compete in tournaments until we have received their entry fee. Checks should be made payable to the Glenn Pelham Foundation, Inc. and mailed to:  Glenn Pelham Foundation, P.O. Box 15087, Atlanta, GA 30333.  We will not prorate the entry fee based on the number of tournaments you are able to attend; it is a flat rate entry fee.
· Tournaments will have four rounds of debate, if time allows. 
· Tournaments will include three divisions of debate.  Make sure to specify when you register if your students are to be put in varsity, junior varsity or novice.  For the first tournament, there will only be two divisions:  varsity and novice.  Since junior varsity is only made up of students who have won awards in novice during the current season, there shouldn’t be anyone in this category.
· Pre-registration must take place by the Wednesday before a Saturday tournament by 5:00 p.m. These can be faxed to the Barkley Forum or emailed to Christy Bradley at christy.bradley@emory.edu. Email is preferred, so we can contact you easily if we have questions about your registration.  Please use the enclosed form for your pre-registration; if you are emailing, make sure to include all the information included in the form.

· Schools must register no later than 8:30 a.m. for tournaments. If you have not checked in with the registration table by 9:00 a.m., your teams will forfeit Round 1 then be added in for subsequent rounds. 
· If you are running late the morning of a tournament (your bus didn’t show, your driver got lost, or whatever reason), please call Christy on her cell phone (404-432-7920) to let her know.  If she doesn’t hear from you by 9:00, she will assume you are not coming and will delete your teams. 

· Try to limit changes.  We understand that some students do not show up the morning of a tournament, but unnecessary partner changes will not be allowed.  If there are changes of which you are aware on Thursday or Friday before a tournament, please try to contact us. 

· We will also make efforts to limit maverick debating (debating alone).  We will re-pair maverick debaters with mavericks from other schools.  This will be done to avoid three person rotations as well as single person teams.  
· Because we are attempting to maintain a level playing field for all students, no students who compete in high school policy debate tournaments—even just one tournament—may compete in middle school tournaments.
· Each school is required to provide one judge (available all four rounds) per two teams entered in a tournament.   Thank you for doing such a great job last year bringing judges.  To help you meet this requirement, there will be a judge training session during each tournament.  We will have a discussion either before the tournament starts or during the first round of the day, then we will attempt to pair potential judges with an experienced judge to observe and assist in judging.  PLEASE BRING ANY PARENTS, FELLOW TEACHERS, CURRENT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, SPOUSES, ETC. WHO MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN JUDGING AT ANY POINT DURING THE SEASON TO ONE OF THESE TRAINING SESSIONS.  THERE IS NO DEBATE EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!    If you are not able to provide the requested number of judges for one tournament, we will still allow teams to compete, but if there are repeated issues with the judge requirement, we will potentially have to ask students whose judging is not covered to observe at a tournament instead of compete.  

· The Middle School Debate State Championship is meant to recognize those who have shown dedication to debate throughout the year.  Therefore, we ask that only teams that have participated in at least one previous tournament apply for entry to the State Championship.

Here are the distinctions between the three divisions:

Varsity Division

· Varsity debaters will be provided with a packet of evidence from the Barkley Forum that they will be required to use. Absolutely no new evidence will be allowed in the varsity division except for the updates we provide.  This includes topicality and new cards from old files.  Also, the packet is a teaching tool, so please do not re-cut the evidence; use it in the form in which it was prepared.  The varsity debaters will use the same introductory packet as novice and junior varsity debaters for the first tournament; after the first tournament, they will be given an expanded evidence set to use for the remainder of the year.
· If your students are ready to go beyond the expanded varsity evidence set (such as conducting original research, modifying the plan text, or re-tagging the evidence set), then please consider entering them in novice high school debate.   

· This division is for all debaters with one year of debate experience or more and beginners who wish to debate at a more advanced level.  All students who debated in four tournaments or more during the 2010-2011 debate season must compete in the varsity division. Now that there are limited evidence rules for varsity, our hope is that the move to varsity will be less intimidating for students.  Please treat the move up as an opportunity for students to expand their horizons and do not try to hold eligible students behind in lower divisions. 

· The time limits for the varsity division are: five-minute constructives, three-minute rebuttals and two-minute cross-examination time.  Each team has ten minutes of preparation time.
Junior Varsity Division
· This division is for beginners who are slightly more advanced than other beginners, not varsity teams who are nervous.  Any novice that has won a team award (even just one) must be in this division, even if his or her partner is a true beginner. Team awards are the best way to measure how much a student knows.  

· The rules and time limits are the same as they are for novice.  

· Debaters who perform well here will be moved into varsity. Debate coaches should prepare their students for the possibility of being promoted because we will not make exceptions about staying in junior varsity.

Novice Division

· This division is for beginners in debate.  Absolutely no debaters with a year of experience can debate in this division, even if their partners are beginners (they should be in varsity).  Absolutely no debaters that have won a team award may debate in this division, even if their partners are beginners (they should be in junior varsity).  Debate coaches should prepare their students for the possibility of being promoted because we will not make exceptions about staying in novice. 

· Novice debaters will be provided with a packet of evidence from the Barkley Forum that they will be required to use. Absolutely no new evidence will be allowed in the novice division.  This includes topicality and new cards for the old files.  Also, the packet is a teaching tool, so please do not re-cut the evidence; use it in the form in which it was prepared.

· The time limits for the novice division are: four-minute constructives, two-minute rebuttals and two-minute cross-examination time.  Each team has ten minutes of preparation time.

Helpful Phone Numbers and Email Addresses
Barkley Forum Office
404-727-6189

Urban Debate League Office
404-727-7178

Barkley Forum Fax
404-727-5367

Christy Bradley


Email
christy.bradley@emory.edu


Cell (for use on the morning of tournaments only)
404-432-7920

Kara Grant


Email
kcgrant@learnlink.emory.edu

While I will still be overseeing the middle school league, I will not be attending all of the tournaments throughout the year.  Christy Bradley will be the Barkley Forum staff member running the tournaments.  Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns, or feedback throughout the year.  Thanks for reading, and I look forward to seeing you on September 10th!  Take care.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DEBATE REGISTRATION

EMAIL TO CHRISTY BRADLEY at christy.bradley@emory.edu or FAX TO 404-727-5367 

SCHOOL_____________________________  COACH(ES)
____________________________

JUDGES FOR THIS TOURNAMENT
___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOVICE DIVISION (List full names of partners)

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

JUNIOR VARSITY DIVISION (NO JV FOR 9/10 TOURNAMENT)

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

VARSITY DIVISION

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

_________________________________
and

____________________________________

ADD AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY
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