Statement of Eligibility
I, _____________________________, hereby certify that all competing students at the 2011 GFCA State Varsity Championships meet all eligibility requirements as found in GFCA bylaws as listed below:

1.20 Enrollment and Team Membership

1.21 To be eligible to participate and/or try-out for a forensics activity, a student must be enrolled full time in grades 9-12 inclusive at the school seeking eligibility for that student.

(a) Enrollment is defined as follows:

(1) Fall Semester: when the student participates in practice or contest before classes begin, or the student attends classes.

(2) Spring Semester: when the student attends classes

(3) A student may be enrolled in only one (1) high school at a time.

(b) The student must meet attendance requirements as designated by the student’s school and/or District.

1.22 Students enrolled in grade nine (9) in a middle school or junior high school which is a feeder school to a member high school may participate in interscholastic activities for the parent school.

1.30 Age – To be eligible to participate in forensics activities, a student must not have reached her/his nineteenth (19th) birthday prior to May 1st, preceding her/his year of participation.

1.40 Limits of Participation

1.41 There is no physical examination requirement for participation in forensics activities. Schools may deem stricter physical health requirements for participation.

1.42 A student has eight (8) consecutive semesters or four (4) consecutive years of eligibility for varsity competition from the date of entry into the ninth (9th) grade to be eligible to compete.

(a) A student is not considered to have entered the 9th grade when a 9th grade course is taken if the student is regularly enrolled in a member’s feeder school in a grade below the 9th, and the course is taken as an advanced course.

(b) Credits earned toward high school graduation which are taken below the ninth grade may be used when considering high school eligibility.

1.43 Sub-varsity competitors must meet all eligibility requirements with the exception of the migratory rule.

1.44 Students in grade nine (9) and higher may participate on both the varsity and sub-varsity teams in forensics activities.

1.45 Eighth (8th) grade students may participate on a sub-varsity team or a high school provided they attend a feeder school of that high school.

(a) Students in grade eight (8) are never eligible for a varsity event in any activity.

(b) Students in grade eight (8) who play on a team must meet all middle school requirements as put forth by the student’s school, District and/or the bylaws set forth by the Georgia Forensic Coaches Association.

(c) Students in grade eight (8) who are declared ineligible at a middle school or retained for academic reasons is are considered ineligible for participation on a sub-varsity high school team.

(d) Students in grade eight (8) participating on a sub-varsity team may only participate in a maximum of six (6) in-state tournaments. Participation on a sub-varsity team in grade eight (8) does not use a semester of eligibility provided all other requirements are met. Coaches are highly discouraged from having eighth (8th) grade students participating above the middle-school level.

(e) Students below the eighth (8th) grade are not eligible to participate on any high school team.

(f) Students in grade eight (8) may participate in the open division of a tournament event.

________________________________________________________________

Coach Signature                                   School                                  Date
