GFCA Constitution 

(Changes)

Amendment Proposals for the New Constitution:
1. Article I

A) Delete the phrase “to advise the Georgia High School Association on forensic related matters”.

B) Add “of Georgia” to the end of the purpose.

2. Article II Section 1

A) Change “Any person associated in a sponsoring or coaching capacity” to “Any person officially in a sponsoring or coaching capacity”.

B) After “shall become member” add “with their school”.

3. Article III Section 1

A) Rename the section from “Annual Meetings” to “Meetings”.

B) Change “September” to “August and each April”.

4. Article III Section 3

A) Delete “or telegraph”.

B) Change “not less than seven (7) days nor more than sixty (60) days before” to “not less than ten (10) days nor more than ninety (90) days before”.

C) Change “his” to “her/his”.

D) Delete “A meeting may be held without notice if all the members are present, or if any time before or after the meeting the members not present waive notice of the meeting in writing.”
5. Article III Section 4

A) Change “twenty-five percent (25%) to “fifty-one percent (51%)

B) Add to the end “and a majority of the primary and secondary officers of the Executive Committee.”
6. Article III Section 5

Combine this section to the end of section 4.

7. Article III 
Add “Section 5: Records. All recorded meeting minutes will be made available to all members in good standing with the organization no more than ten (10) days following an annual, special, or executive meeting by the Secretary.”
8. Article IV Section 1
A) Add after the first sentence “The secondary officers of the association shall be a Member-At-Large from each of areas, as determined by the Executive Committee prior to elections.”

B) Replace the last sentence with “No multiple offices may be held simultaneously by the same person, or persons representing the same school.”
9. Article IV Section 2
A) Delete “The principal officers shall be chosen be chosen annually by the association at its annual meeting.  Subordinate officers may be elected from time to time.” 
B) Add “Primary officers are limited to two consecutive terms in each office. 

C) Add at the end of the section “The term begins July 1 of each year.”
Article IV Section 3

Change “the majority of” to “two-thirds of”.
10. Article IV Section 4
Add to the end of the section “by vote at any duly constituted meeting.”

11. Article IV Section 5
A) Change “three primary officers of the association and two members elected at large” to “four principal officers of the association and all secondary members elected At-Large.”

B) Designate the text from sentence 3 (“A majority of the members” until “duly constituted meeting”) to subsection “(a) Action.”

C) At the end of “action” add “by vote of the full membership of the Executive Committee.  Any proposed changes to the constitution and/or by laws must be set forth for all members in good standing of the association at any duly constituted meeting.”

D) Designate the text from sentence 4 (“Meetings of the Executive” until the end of the section) to subsection “(b) Meetings.”

E) Change “of the Executive Committee” to “two members of the primary officers”.

F) Change “on each member” to “to each member”.

G) Change “three days before a meeting” to “ten (10) days before a meeting”.

H) Delete at the end of the section “or at any time before or after the meeting those not present waive notice of the meeting in writing.”
I) Add subsection “(c) Qualification. All members of the Executive Committee must be at least twenty-two (22) years of age, a resident of the state of Georgia, be officially in a sponsoring or coaching position with a Georgia high school forensics program, and in good standing with the association.  Any member-elect who does not meet these qualifications by the start of their term will be disqualified from their elected office.”
12. Article IV Section 7
Delete the pretext.  Replace with “The principal and secondary officers of the association shall each have such powers and duties as generally pertain to her/his respective office, as well as such powers and duties as from time to time may be conferred by the association.”

13. Article IV Section 7 Subsection (a)

A) Change “him” to “her/him”.

B) Add to the end “S/he will publicize a monthly newsletter to be sent to all members in good standing with the organization via the Secretary.”

14. Article IV Section 7 Subsection (b)

A) Delete “the publication of a monthly newsletter.”
B) Add to the end of the section “keeping records of state championship titles and all association-elected coaching awards. The Vice President shall be responsible for dispensing any and all area qualification and state tournament trophies, plaques, medals, and/or certifications awarded on behalf of the association.”

15. Article IV Section 7 Subsection (c)

Delete the text. Add the following text “The Secretary Treasurer shall perform such duties as are incident to her/his office including recording minutes of all meetings, sending appropriate communications to the membership (including the President’s monthly newsletter), collect dues and disburse funds on behalf of the organization.”

16. Article IV Section 7 Subsection (d)

Delete section. Add the following text “The State Tournament Coordinator shall work with all elected secondary officers in planning and running area qualification tournaments for the state tournaments, as set forth by the Executive Committee, as well as keep records of and validate all qualified participants from each area in the state tournaments.”
17. Article IV Section 7

Add subsection “(e)” as “Members At Large shall work with the State Tournament Coordinator in planning and running their area qualification tournament for the state tournaments, as set forth by the Executive Committee, including validation of qualified participants, and dispending area awards.  Members At Large shall perform any and all duties as may be delegated to them by the Executive Committee.”

18.  Article IV Section 7 Subsection (e)
Change to subsection “(f)”.

19. Article IV Section 7 Subsection (f)

A) Change to subsection “(g)”.

B) Delete “absence or”.
C) Delete “and of any person hereby authorized to act in his place during such period of absence or disability,”

D) Delete “or association”.

E) Replace “from time to time” with “temporarily”.

F) Replace “the powers and duties of” with “those duties to”.

G) Replace “of such officer to any office, or to any member of the association whom it may select” with “to any other member of the organization, including members of the Executive Committee, by vote of all other members of the Executive Committee.”

20. Article IV Section 8
Add “the association or”.

21. Article V

Add to the end of the section “All amendments shall be attached in the following section for written record.”
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